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IN THIS ISSUE: hepatitis carriers and the camps lack adequate sanitation
Upcoming Events Trail Watch facilities, making it likely that other people or their dogs will
Cacher of the Month ~ Logsheets come in contact with human wastedrisk spreading the
Sourdough Nametags Calendar Contest infectious disease to others. On occasion, illegal camp
Event Reports 2012 Pathtags residerts have accosted geocachers including one incident
Reviewer 6 s Geowondstock X several years ago where a geocacher was assaulted with a
Cache Maintenance  Yakutat machetewielding resident whilen an early morning cache
Portage Matanuska Peak hunt. So, please, take the next step beyond mentianiagnp

- in your cache logs and refi it for the good of all those who

|l egally enjoy Anchorageds par

MARK YOUR CALENDAR --EVENTS

Let 6s Make a D esarday,SulytsdGirdwoo | T OCacher of the Month Nominees Have Local Ties
Hosted by Fuzzybelly, this is the second of three Adefgighway Former longtime Anchorage residentgatty who now call
clearups that wil be held this year. Virginia home were nominated for the Groundspeak
Geocacher of the Month recogniation and featured in the
Latitude 47 Blog. Congratulations, Keith and Patty!

Caching on The Kenai- 4th Annual Picnic, Sunday, July
29. SSO JOAT barbecues, sets out cachesraades puzzles
and GeocacheAlaskatovidesdoor prizes. A Kenai Summer
is no longer just about chinooks cohos, and sockeyes.

@
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Windy City Welcome at the New York Café August 19,
Ketchi kan. Host ed whowanstomeetther ui si no
locals.

8" Annual Geofest Friday, December 14, Anchorage. Hosted by
GeocacheAlaska! Big finale for the year with a gift exchange, slide
show, dinner and much more!

Trail Watch & Your Chance TRAIL
to Increase Park Safety

As cachersgx] or e Anchor
parks, theysomdimes come across
an illegal camp in the wood&\hile

Print a Better Logsheet
Ever wonder where some people get those snazzy looking log
sheets with the Geocaching language on thé&a®@cacher

one should noénteran illegal camp, WATCH u.comis one very good source of downloadable templates.
one should record a waypoint in their GPS to report These templates can be printedroap paper to make a water
(anonymously if you wish) to the Municipality éinchorage and weather resistant log sheet.

Trail Watch Website. The good folks at Trail Watch will
muster the proper resources to safely remove the camp and
make the area safer. Many homeless carsideats are

-1-


http://coord.info/GC3J4N2
http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?guid=0bd0a55e-d471-43d9-bc49-91e25d22a8c6
http://coord.info/GC3NW2T
http://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/trail/Pages/SubmitTrailReports.aspx
http://www.muni.org/Departments/parks/trail/Pages/SubmitTrailReports.aspx
http://www.geocaching.com/profile/?guid=63c74307-2c0d-4f06-9f4f-eb5ebbdece2a
http://www.geocaching.com/profile/default.aspx?guid=63c74307-2c0d-4f06-9f4f-eb5ebbdece2a&utm_source=blog.geocaching.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=akpatty&utm_campaign=june.featured.geocacher
http://geocacher-u.com/?page_id=28
http://geocacher-u.com/?page_id=28

GeocacheAlaska! Sourdough Member Nametags
The GeocacheAlaska! Sourdough Names are now ready for
distribution to existing and new Sourdough (formerly known
as Premium) membeof GeocacheAlaska!

A &

The trackable nametags have a magrsiking (no more
holes in your clothing!) and are personalized with each
member 6s caching name.
GeocacheAlaska! accounand will be retained by the
organization. However, Sourdough Members are encouraged
to wear their tags at events for discovery, dip thgsta

through caches, and post photographs. Throughout the year,
GeocacheAlaska! will host contests that may involve logging,
moving, and discovering the tags.

The tags will be distributed at thee t 6 s
CITO, Sunday, July 15, near Girdwood and @eching on
the Kenai - 4" Annual Picnic, Sunday, July 29, in Kenai. All
remaining tags will be mailed to members in August.

Credit for the nametag concept isedio Blazingpathways,

who proposed the idea to the GeocacheAlaska! Board of
Directors and even provided vendor and pricing information.
From there, SSO JOAT took over and created the design
custom icons (shown above)eaned up the membership
databas, activated the tags, created the TB pages, printed the
customized name labels, and managed many other details for
the project.Final tag sorting and assembly was performed by
Blazingpathways, Tomanoble, akgh519, NorthWes, and
Ladybug Kids.

Calendar Contest, by Tom Noble, aka Tomanoble

Due to the popularity of this year's Photo Contest and
Calendar GeocacheAlaska! has decided to present you the
chance to be the envy of geocachers all over Alaska and have
your favorite photograph grace the cover of 2013
GeocacheAlaska! Calendar.

The t

Ma kumdayp De 34

This year's categories are:

People
Places/Locations
Containers

Flora
Wildlife/Fauna
Adventure/Extreme
Whimsy/Fun
Caching Children
Winter

You may enter up to three photographs in each category. To
be eligible for inclusiorin the Calendar Contest the
photograghs must be taken in Alaska. Thirteen photos will be
displayed fullsize on the calendar with at least one picture
chosen from each category. The photo garnering the most
overall votes will be placed on the cover. Eadrivill be
accepted through September 30, 2012, the voting will take
place in Ocotber 131, 2012.

By submitting your photo to this contest you grant
GeocacheAlaska! Inc. the right to use and reprint the image on
the Calendar, the Newsletter and the GebeAlaska!

website. Photo credit will be given to the photographer, There
i@ ﬁo%om?)én?atioﬁ &nwbrbed & thé nte@t@vfﬁrﬁe s. WinRefs
get the honor of having their picture grace a monthly page or
the cover of the calendar and the knowledge and happiness in
knowing that their photograph was chosen to receive this
honor.

Photographs may be submitted by emailing a high resolution
copy toPhotoContest@GeocacheAlaska.orgPlease use the
[PHOTO CONTEST] as the Subject Line of your
message.

In the body of the message, please state which category the
photo is being submitted to, the names and/or geonickname of
any people appearing in the photo as well as the geocache the
photo is associated with. Plege®vide the GC number and

the cache name, or link directly to the cache page using the url
formathttp://coord.info/ GCXXXXX.Include the

photographer's real name and their geonickname. Please
include atitle or caption for the image if you have one.

All photos submitted to the Calendar Photo Contest will be
posted on the GeocacheAlaska! website and will appear in the
GeoFest Slide Show in December. Some photos may be
selected and published in the GedwaAlaska! Newsletter.

Gadadduddddddudddddaddiddadidaids

Bear Woantace Swmmes Cacke by Weioy
ALK 2002 Monthty Colendar



http://www.geocaching.com/profile/?guid=518cbce6-4e79-4316-b1db-eb8c7369493e
http://coord.info/GC3J4N2
http://coord.info/GC3J4N2
http://coord.info/GC3EN6B
http://coord.info/GC3EN6B
mailto:photocontest@geocachealaska.org
http://coord.info/GCXXXXX.

EVENT REPORTS
WWEM IX - Anchorage AK - Town Square Flash Mob 3

on June 9th dawned clear and sunny, and by 9am the
temperature was well above the 50 degree mark. Encouraged
in part by the fine weather, more than forty geocachers
descended on Town Square to help celebrate the 9th
celebration of the World Wide Flash Mob phenomenon. This
was the third time the WWFM hagén hosted in
Anchorageds Town Square

Par k

WWEM 1X Homer i the End of the Roadwas small, but
mighty!! Three cachers, plus one spouse and one munchkin
joined the fun. Introductions were made on a wonderfully
clear day, though it was a little breezy. We all watched the
cruise ship arrive (a little behind schedule) and wondered how
many cachers were on the boat, wishing they were mobbing
with us. Congratulations to NeverSummer for the "FTF"
award and to torn8owx for winning the very competitive door

prigerchajiegge NeverSummerand tor8pw are rgaent

season. Attendees came from all around Anchorage as well as arrivals to Homer. Thig/as a great way for a few of us
Homer folks to meet each other.

Vancouver BC, Kitchener Ontario and Denmark. Participants
were treated to a frombw seat for the first leg of the Alaska

Run for Women (with one competitor who actually broke

from the race, sprinted over to the event, logged in and chatted
for a minute before running off to complete her race). This

was one of 312 events held in 31 countries, drawing 15,443
people attendees kaist couni and based on this map,

perhaps the most northerly WWFM event!

Burtons in Alaska were the proud winners of the WWFM IX
unactivated geocoin provided by GeocacheAlaska! The great
weather caused most participants to spend extra time beyond

thel 5 mi nutes socializing and

never met before, and recording discoveries on a wide variety
of trackables present at the event. Thanks to all who attended,
and to GeocacheAlaska for hosting the Anchorage Awn

Square Flash Mo 3!

(report submitted by NorthWes)

B iy Pasf

(report submitted by itsmylastname)

WWEM IX - Big Lake, Alaska

More than a dozen cachers turned out for the Flash Mob event
in Big Lake, Alaska, where cavyguy played host.

pi-2, oris it two pies, Flash Mob eventJune 28

Just as | climbed out of the georig after arniyat the event,
Akgh519 made a beeline to me and urgently said, "check this
out!" | followed his gaze and saw Brother Fuzzybelly atop his
monster mobile podium, exhorting people in the parking lot to
partake in pizza pi(e) and dessert pi(e), since it asay.

Folks couldn't resist the call, and nary a pi(e) went untouched.
Adding to the sense of being at a revival, the pi(es)
miraculously held out and there was plenty to go around. Even
the animals heeded the call, including a sweet brown canine
and a ery large ungulate. GeocacheAlaska! prizes were
handed out and then cachers headed into the woods to obtain
more smilies.



http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache_details.aspx?guid=e22bc2a8-f48f-494c-bf6e-1067a539ec20
http://coord.info/GC3JGV1
http://coord.info/GC3F7Y5
http://coord.info/GC3MY3J

Fuzzybellyds Creed: ALife is Shor

2012 Pathtags Are Here!
This yeards editions featur
(shiny copper finish), 2Q loon (black nickel), 3Q salmon

t,

e

(shiny nickel), 4Q tundra caribou (shiny gold), and the annual

moose (black nickel). Sourdough members of
GeocacheAlaska!, may buy thatptags for $2 each or $17.50
for ten. A combo set of all five may be purchased for $10.

Cheechako members may purchase the tags for $2.25 each,
$20 for ten, and $11.25 for the combo set. A limited number

of the tags will be available at GeocacheAlaskagnts. Local
event sales have been so successful that more had to be
ordered, so online mail order sales will not begin until after

the refills arrive at the end of July or early. An announcement

for the online sales will be made viarail and posteéh the
GeocacheAlaska! Forun2912 Pathtag thread

Front: Moose, Loon, Brown Bear, Salmon, Caribou

% Re v i e we r -Gache Bublishing Timing
Geocaching.com Cache Reviewers work as volunteers for
GroundspeakS o me t i me s  kné@ilfrom arcaleevinere an
asking why their cache hasndt
they submitted itSection 4.2 of the Knowledge Boolst at es t h
geocaches are reviewed by volunteers, and we ask that they contact
you within 7 days of (you) enabling yayeocache@,so a delay of a
few hours of even a day or two

established performance standard. .
Eat Dessert First!!1!lo

| typically check the review quetwo or three times a day during the
week and | ess fr equpngorlagualywhen |
geo@ ¢ h i n publisheddadhes esing airlind/iFi at 38,000 feet

and il ortr ogemalyphore rsov dofive@fl sarta get vow b e
caches published as soon as reasoaalgigssible. As a cache owner,

| fully appreciate the anticipation of receiving thublish email,
watching for the first to find,
please understand that | have a full time job, a family,

GeocacheAlaska! Board of Directarountabilitiesand yesgven
geocactmg, that might keep me away from tlesiew queue for a

while.

| 6ve al so had cachers approach
times so they might have a better chance to be the first (6 TiR)l

| t 6 ane afmytroles to get affect the FTF chdseview and

publish cacheshen | see them in the review queue, so when a cache is
submitted for revieus typicallythe biggest factor of when it gets
publishechs long as it meets the guideting@he best way to get into

the FTF chase is to purchase a Groundspeak Premium Mdmfugrsh

a mere $30/year, set ypurinstant cache notifications for computer

and cell phone, and be ready tc
no matter the time of day.

On occasion, a cacher will ask me to publish a cache or caches at a
particular ime for special reasoft® coincide with an event, a

birthday, etc.and Ido what | can taccommodate those requests.
Just for funcheck out theideoGroundspeak just releasgiabut its
Volunteer Reviewer@am. You may view it on UTulbere

JULYAIS' PARK AND RECREATION MONTH

Check out the National Recreation and Park Association
websiteand gé wild about geocaching and you just might win
a new Magellan GC Explorist GPS.


http://geocachealaska.proboards.com/index.cgi?board=2012bling&action=display&thread=1550
http://support.groundspeak.com/index.php?pg=kb.page&id=81
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXWb-yx-WPY&feature=player_embedded
http://www.nrpa.org/About-NRPA/Initiatives/Park-and-Recreation-Month/Get-Wild/

Alaskans Attend Geowoodstock Xby Coloreido

Geowoodstocks an annual, onday megeevent that occurs in a new location every year. The first event was held June 21, 2003 in
Louisville, Kentucky with 75 attendees, and it has evolved

Coloreido at GeoWoodstock X

A megaevent, by definition, is an event with at least 500 people in attendance. Geowoodstock X (GWX) occurred on May 26, 2012
with nearly 1,800 geocachers from all over the world. Alaska cachers in attendance include akjoey, cavigfopedigienn.fish,

saiyuki, wolfmasterl, and zakthemaster. Taking place in Sellersburg, Indiana, the event planners intentionally clsossjeathi
anniversary event to take place near the original event.

While attendance to Geowoodstock is fragaid registration helps support the event. Registered attendees also get a meal at the
event, and may receive everttirts, geocoins, and pathtags depending on their level of registration.

There are often other related events associated with Gestens. The registration pick up the night prior is a great place to meet
fellow geocachers, trade signature items such as pathtags, and drop off trackables intended to be swapped at Geowspelstick. A
committee will organize the trackable itemsd®ographic destination so that it has the best chance of meeting its goal. Other events
this year included a bachelor/bachelorette party (a wedding actually occurred at GWX!), a zombie costume contest,dayd a birth
celebration flash mob.

Sometimes thre is a special event with limited tickets. This year the steamboat ride on the Ohio River was that event. It is best to
watch for these special events as the tickets often get sold out quickly. Much thanks to cavyguy, | was able to iidiglatsafenb
extra tickets! There, | was able to meet other geocachers and swap pathtags while relaxing on the cruise and engayémyg. the sc

Taking place in a park, GWX had a | ot to offer tt)pedicatiendlude
sessions (signature item design, trip planning, etc), and, of course, geocaching! Just a reminder for those usecctucAtdsikg, g

the continental U.S. does have its hazards in the form of heat (highs that day extended int®@®&) nsidakes, ticks, and poison

ivy! | enjoyed caching with lower 48 geocachers because they would point out the poisonous plants but also shared sbme ideas
tricky hides that they have seen.

In summary, Geowoodstock X was a fun megant which allaved me to meet new people who share my hobby and provided an
opportunity to explore a part of the country | had never visited before. Mark you calendars, as Geowoodstock Xl is sxhekiiled
place May 25, 2013 in Lakeland, Florida!



Doingthe Right Thi ngé Ext r e me C a c dy eolorddiawithPho®smyaakyhs1e
What happens when a geocache container becomes | ost eds a r
Mai ntenanceodo | og on t he cfizit Ale righttagseer ia thalguilty @arty shduld eitbhearettieee the wn e r
container him/herself, or replace it with a suitable new container.

Here is a story of a container rescue, adopted from my log:

akgh519 and | were between Mt. Baldy and Bla¢lR&armigan Rocks at the Oil and Army cache (GC1HFD4) when | found the lid
placed improperly. After draining out the water, | was adjusting the ammo can so that the sun could dry the interisignbileHe

log. It was then that the can rolled ovadaff the cliffl At first, | laughed at my foolishness but the humor of the situation turned to
horror when | could hear the can continue to roll down the cliffCkBINK, ka-CLUNK, ka-CLUNK... as rolled down the avalanche
chute. As it kept going andbing, it gradually got quieter and quieter as it traveled further and further. When it finally came to a rest,
| was sitting in an uncomfortable silence interrupted only by the faintest whispers of Meadow Creek far below in the valley.

Neither 6519 nor | had a container that was | arge eetheugh t
container. The chute was littered with other items amongst the sliding rocks, presumably geoswag from previouspasifdve a
water guns, and a pair of plastic handcuffs. The ammo can was found near the end of the rock slide after a 500 fd@bidlescent,
miles from GZ-- practically a 45° slope! The can was slightly dented out of shape, but its journey had shalddnafithe water!
6519's Gerber gave it the necessary field repair, eturhedtol i d
its original spot waiting to be found. | must say, that ammo can was built Army Strong!

Alaska (The Best of Many Worlds),oy Qui gl ey6s Mom
My husband (Bearbait Bob) and a group of friends/relatives called the Fishing Fools travel to Yakutat a couple of timega yea
fishing. We just recently began geocaching. During his June trip this ye&tée the two caches in YakutaPlymouth and Gator. |
enclosed a couple of pictures you might like. When he went to find the caches, all eight fishermen muggles wantedhorgo with

They all had a great time. Maybe there will be new converts.

P {f




Portage Valley Trails Update, by Northwes

Portage Valley is a narrow dmile chunk of Chugach National Forest, connecting the Kenai Peninsula to mainland Alaska. The
earliest trails here were Alaska Native historical routes over this low point betfweeararine environment of Prince William Sound

and the rest of souttentral Alaska. Cleanup efforts in the wake of the Exxon Valdez oil spill uncovered rich evidence of trade in
Russian goods from SW Alaska into Prince William Sound through this gedgcptke point. More recently this valley featured
prominently in the gold rush era as a crossroad for travelers heading north from Passage Canal and Seward. Todagttreraold
pathways are collectively known and managed as the Iditarod Nationatielitailit he onl y winter trail s
network of National Historic Trails.

Watching for salmon in one of the streams along the Portage Ponds Loop Trail

The Trail of Blue Ice runs for nearly six miles along the south side of the ¥altey and is weHknown to most southcentral

geocachers for its combination of highality trail surface and series of caches hidden along this scenic corridor. Lekaaval is

the Portage Ponds loop, running from the Salmon Viewing platform undBottegge Glacier Highway northward to Portage River.

This loop is nearly as hardened as the main section of the Trail of Blue Ice and carries hikers through the reclaipis whase|
provided roadbed material for the Seward Highway and the Alaska&hbut into the center floor of the valley. This trail moves

past several large ponds as it travels first north then east, before looping back southward and crossing the Portdggh@&cier

and finally connecting back to the main stem of the TraBlae Ice. A short hike west down the trail brings one back to Williwaw
Campground and a connection back to the Sal mon Vi ewdCIlg7 Pon
- Spawn and Dié and several new ones as well, bulitso cr osses some of the most pristi.
notwellmar ked on the Northwest Trails mapset, but dondét | et
(continued on next page)









