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Michael Malvick (Ladybug Kids)
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Sample Cache Page

13 May 2010 Cache Submittal  FUNdamentals 3

Sample page (con’t)
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Outline

• Prework
• Online Submittal Form

• Attributes
• Child Waypoints
• Geochecker
• Uploading Photos
• Simple HTML
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Prework

a) Type
b) Location

c) Permission
d) Container
e) Log & Stash Sheets
f) Draft submittal to get GC# for e)
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Types/Icons

• Traditional
• Multi-Stage (Multicache) 
• Mystery/Puzzle
• Letterbox (Hybrid)
• Wherigo
• Event
• Cache In Trash Out (CITO) 

Event 
• Earthcache
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Types/Traditional

• A physical container
• Contains a Logbook
• May also contain trade items and a writing 

utensil
• Cannot be buried
• Scent and food free
• Cover/paint over weaponry info on ammo cans
• Coordinates are for the actual cache location
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Types/Multi-Stage

• Variation of a traditional cache with two (2) or more 
physical placements (stages) to be found

• Usually each stage gives the coordinates for the next.  A 
stage may be just a tag or it may be a container with 
coordinates inside

• The coordinates on the cache page give the starting 
coordinates, which is the placement of the first stage.

• Next stage coordinates are found using information in 
the field

• Waypoints on the cache page, give the coordinates of 
additional stages, including the final.  These are hidden 
from everyone except the owner and reviewers

• There is only one logbook – at the final
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Types/Mystery
Mystery – has additional requirements that must be completed or met 

for a successful log

Examples are:
• Night caches which require using a GPS to get to a starting point of 

a reflector trail (cache page coordinates are for the beginning,
additional waypoint is for the final)

• Trading a certain item (cache page coordinates are for the final), 
GC264DB, “Path Tag Retreat”

• Cache coordinates require prework or information not readily 
available in the field

• Meeting certain geocaching requirements, such as having logged 20 
earthcaches before being able to attempt the cache (cache page 
coordinates are for the final), GC21QXG, “Alaska’s Geology: An 
Earthcache Challenge”



4

13 May 2010 Cache Submittal  FUNdamentals 10

Types/Mystery-Puzzle

Puzzle – requires research
• solving any myriad of puzzle types or ciphers or finding 

hidden info in html, text, or pictures
• answering questions to determine actual physical cache 

coordinates
• cache page links and required research may not take 

seekers to websites that require membership or which 
involve item sales.

• cache page coordinates are bogus and must be within 
two (2) miles of actual coordinates

• Additional waypoint for the final, which is the actual hide 
location.
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Types/Letterbox Hybrid

• Combines the letterboxing game with 
geocaching. 

• Contains a signature stamp for the cache which 
letterboxers can use to stamp their personal 
book.  In return letterboxers stamp the cache log 
with their signature stamp.

• If you do not play letterboxing, then you just sign 
the log.

• An example of a letterbox cache is: GCRQX3, 
“APU Music” by Knappling
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Types/Wherigo

• Owners create a Wherigo cartridge using 
the free Wherigo Builder program, found at 
http://www.wherigo.com/Default.aspx

• Include a link on the cache page for the 
download of the program cartridge.

• Requires a gps or PDA which can run the 
Wherigo program cartridge

• Currently, only 1 in Alaska - GC22E3G, 
“Garden Fun,” by Li1gray 
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Types/Event

• gathering for geocachers by geocachers
• must be a purpose other than just getting 

together to cache or to go to a public event 
which would naturally draw non-cachers too

• must submit two (2) weeks in advance
• Flash - 15 minutes or less and sometimes 

associated with worldwide flash events 
• Mega – 500 or more attendees, usually regional 

or statewide
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Types/CITO Event &
Earthcaches
• Cache In Trash Out (CITO) Event 

– Geocachers get together to clean up a park or 
other area of interest

• Earthcaches
– Caches that feature an earth science area of 

interest that have special online logging 
requirements, but no physical container

– See http://www.geocachealaska.org/education.htm
for detailed presentation
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Size

• Micro (nano, oodle, key holder, film 
canister, match container, altoid tin)

• Small (decon, 1 cup – 4 cup lock n’ lock)
• Regular (coffee can, ammo can, 2 qt lock 

n’ lock)
• Large (5 gallon bucket, large ammo can)
• Other (your imagination – bird house, fake 

rock, skull)
• Not Listed
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Location

• Review cache location guidelines at 
geocaching.com

• Cache saturation - minimum distance 0.1 mi 
from an existing traditional cache, any physical 
stage of a multi, or a mystery/puzzle final

• Make it a location you are happy to show off!!!
• Consider the environment & scorched earth 

searchers
• Consider hints to guide cachers away from 

sensitive areas
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Location (con’t)

• Consider Cacher Safety
– Electrical apparatuses (inside/outside)
– Parking (road crossing, shoulders, traffic 

exposure)
– Natural hazards (identify on cache page)
– Animals (bears, moose, etc.)
– State provided land permission on the page, 

especially if on private property
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Permission
http://www.geocachealaska.org/landmanagers.htm
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Logsheets/Stashsheets

Also at: http://geocacher-u.com/content/blogsection /8/54/
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Online Form
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)

13 May 2010 Cache Submittal  FUNdamentals 30

Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Online Form (con’t)
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Attributes

• Permissions (dogs okay?)
• Special Equipment (kayak, climbing gear)

• Conditions (winter accessible)
• Poisonous Plants
• Facilities (restroom, camping)
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Attributes
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Attributes (Permissions)
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Attributes (Conditions)
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Attributes (Facilities)
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Child Waypoints

Must have for:
• puzzle caches

• night caches
• multicaches
Recommended for:
• parking
• trail junctions
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Child Waypoints
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Child Waypoints
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Child – Lookup & Prefix
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Child – Final Hidden

13 May 2010 Cache Submittal  FUNdamentals 47

Child – Created Msg
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Child – Parking
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Child – Cache Page
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Geochecker

• For puzzle caches where you want people 
to be able to check if their solved 
coordinates are correct

• http://www.geochecker.com/index.php
• Go to the area for cache owners and enter 

the cache name, GC#, and final’s 
coordinates

• Paste the link on your cache page
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Geochecker - creation
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Geochecker – html & txt
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Uploading Photos
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Uploading Photos (con’t)
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Uploading Photos (con’t)
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Uploading Photos (con’t)
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Simple html (con’t)
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Simple html
• Create your html tag for inserting a photo. Tags are instructions that 

tell your web browser how to “render” or build the page on 
someone’s computer. For photos, the basic tag format is:

<img scr=”http://www.photosource.jpg”>

So for the photo, the tag that goes in the cache description box looks 
like this:
<img scr=“http://img.geocaching.com/cache/e9a82851-fdc1-4c79-
8987-31b79082be7a.jpg”>

• If you want to center the photo/image, you need to create a 
paragraph center tag and it would look like this:
<p align="center"><img src=" 
http://img.geocaching.com/cache/e9a82851-fdc1-4c79-8987-
31b79082be7a.jpg"></p>
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Simple html (con’t)
• The basic format to insert a hyperlink is this:

<a href=”http://www.website.com”>text for website</a>
• To open a new window in a person’s browser so they don’t leave the 

cache page, it looks like this:
<a href=”http://www.website.com” target=”_blank”>text for 
website</a>

• To open a new window in a person’s browser and to make the link 
bold , do this:
<a href=”http://www.website.com” target=”_blank”><b>text for 
website</b></a>

• So, a bold link to take people to the GeocacheAlaska! website looks 
like this:
<a href="http://www.geocachealaska.org" 
target="_blank"><b>GeocacheAlaska! website.</b></a>

• The Groundspeak knowledge base has a lot of good information: 
http://support.groundspeak.com/index.php?pg=kb.page&id=79
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Simple html (con’t)
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Simple html (con’t)
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Simple html (con’t)
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All Done!!!

• Check your coordinates:
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All Done (con’t)
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All Done!!! (con’t)
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Resources
• GeocacheAlaska! Education page:

http://www.geocachealaska.org/education.htm

• GeocacheAlaska! Related Links: 
http://www.geocachealaska.org/relatedlinks.htm

• GeocacheAlaska! Forums:
http://geocachealaska.proboards.com/index.cgi

• Geocaching.com Resources:
http://www.geocaching.com/resources/default.aspx

• Geocaching Glossary of Terms:
http://www.geocaching.com/about/glossary.aspx

• Geocaching Knowledge Books: 
http://support.groundspeak.com/index.php?pg=kb.book &id=1

• Geocaching.com Forums
http://forums.groundspeak.com/GC/

• Geocacher University: http://www.geocacher-u.com/


