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Introduction to Geocaching
by

Stacy Byas (Saidbystacy)
&

GeocacheAlaska! members

Kincaid Park
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First the disclaimers:

Geocaching.com is owned and operated by Groundspeak Inc.  Information in the 
Geocaching.com database is updated regularly. Neither Groundspeak Inc., nor any 
agent, officer, employee or volunteer administrator of Groundspeak Inc. warrants 
the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of any information and shall not be liable for 
any losses caused by such reliance on the accuracy, reliability, or timeliness of such 
information. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this information, 
portions may be incorrect or not current. Any person or entity that relies on 
information obtained from Geocaching.com does so at his or her own risk.

Geocaching, hiking, backpacking and other outdoor activities involve risk to both 
persons and property. There are many variables including, but not limited to, 
weather, fitness level, terrain features and outdoor experience, that must be 
considered prior to seeking or placing a Cache. Be prepared for your journey and 
be sure to check the current weather and conditions before heading outdoors. 

What is Geocaching?
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What is Geocaching? (con’t)

• Always exercise common sense and caution.

• In no way shall Groundspeak Inc. nor any agent, officer, employee or 
volunteer administrator of Groundspeak Inc., be liable for any direct, 
indirect, punitive, or consequential damages arising out of, or in any way 
connected with the use of this website (geocaching.com) or use of the 
information contained within.

• Cache seekers assume all risks involved in seeking a cache.



2

5 June 2010 Introduction to Geocaching 4

A GPS user hides ‘treasure ’
(a container and its contents…

the ‘Cache’ )

The GPS user publishes
the exact coordinates
so other GPS users
can come on a
‘treasure hunt ’ to find it.

The basic rules are:
if you take something from the cache,

you must leave something for the cache,

and you must write about your visit in the logbook . 

Of course, there are the extra details…

Geocaching?What’s
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The JOY of geocaching 
is found in…

Companions on the trail…
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A journey across the land…
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New vistas to discover…
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And of course, finding the cache!
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Who is GeocacheAlaska! Inc.?

The purposes of GeocacheAlaska! are to: 
• Promote geocaching as an exciting, family-oriented activity that 
increases awareness of parks and trail systems.
• Provide opportunities for the geocaching community to enjoy geocaching 
in the area and to meet and socialize with like-minded geocachers.
• Increase awareness of geocaching issues in the area through interaction 
with other outdoor activity groups, geocaching clubs, and the public.
• Educate geocachers on low impact geocaching and promote stewardship 
of our natural resources.
• Educate other outdoor enthusiasts on geocaching.
• Represent geocaching interests in public forums and to recreation land 
managers.
• Actively promote the "Cache In Trash Out" (CITO) pr ogram to help in 
the maintenance of parks and trail systems.
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Basic Gear

GPS

Compass / Map

Cache Bag

Garmin - Magellan

Map
No Map

Patch Antenna(small – compact)
Quadrahelix Antenna (stubby – larger)

Data transfer

Don’t leave home without them on an off-road trip…

Trade Items

Spare Batteries
Gloves/Hat Sunblock Mosquito HeadnetSnacks

Digital Camera

Water CITO bag1st Aid Kit
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The Geocacher’s Creed –
‘Safe • Legal • Ethical’

Not endanger myself or others

Observe all laws & rules of the area 

Respect property rights and seek permission where appropriate

Avoid causing disruptions or public alarm 

Minimize my and others' impact on the environment

Be considerate of others 

Protect the integrity of the game pieces

CITO
���������� 	
�����
	

TRADE EVEN
TRADE UP

When placing or seeking geocaches, I will:
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7 BASIC STEPS

1. Set up your geocaching.com account

2. Pick out your first cache to hunt

3. Get your coordinates into the GPS

4. Get to the Cache
5. The Search

6. The Find

7. Log your find online at Geocaching.com
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www.geocaching.com
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LOG-IN PAGE
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MY ACCOUNT PAGE:
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CACHE PAGE INFO
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CACHE PAGE INFO
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Resources
• GeocacheAlaska! Education page:

http://www.geocachealaska.org/education.htm

• GeocacheAlaska! Related Links: 
http://www.geocachealaska.org/relatedlinks.htm

• GeocacheAlaska! Forums:
http://geocachealaska.proboards.com/index.cgi

• Geocaching.com Resources:
http://www.geocaching.com/resources/default.aspx

• Geocaching Glossary of Terms:
http://www.geocaching.com/about/glossary.aspx

• Geocaching Knowledge Books: 
http://support.groundspeak.com/index.php?pg=kb.book &id=1

• Geocaching.com Forums
http://forums.groundspeak.com/GC/

• Geocacher University: http://www.geocacher-u.com/
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